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Croydon has voted its first 
directly elected mayor - 

Conservative Jason Perry.
Mr Perry was voted in 

ahead of Val Shawcross 
of Labour and won by 589 
votes. Second preference 
votes were counted after 
none of the eight candidates 
achieved 50% of the vote 
as first preference. Mr Perry 
received 38,612 votes while Ms 
Shawcross received 38,023.

Meanwhile, no party won 
overall majority in the local 
election.

The council is made up 
of 34 Labour councillors, 32 
Conservative councillors, two 
Green councillors - the first 
time the party has been on 
the council - and one Liberal 
Democrat councillor.

There is one vacancy 
on the council, in South 
Croydon. Mr Perry was 
elected as a councillor for 
the ward, but cannot be 
both a councillor and Mayor 
of Croydon. A by-election 
for this seat will be held in 
due course.

A NEW MAYOR 
FOR CROYDON

• Voters choose 
Conservative Jason 
Perry as borough’s first 
directly elected mayor

• Fewer than 600 
votes in it as Labour 
candidate Val 
Shawcross finishes 
second

• No overall control at 
council following local 
elections

• By-election for South 
Croydon ward in due 
courseA new start: Croydon’s first directly elected mayor Jason Perry 

with Croydon Council Chief Executive Katherine Kerswell on his 
first day in office

One of the best: Croydon is one of London’s best places to buy in this year

Croydon one of the best 
areas to buy in London
Croydon has been 

featured in the Evening 
Standard’s list of the best 
areas in London to buy  
in 2022.

Croydon was recognised 
for its speedy connections 
to the city and its access to 
shops, including big names 

and independent businesses.
The research was 

conducted by regeneration 
developer U&I.

Mike Hood, Managing 
Director at U&I, said: “We 
have seen a fundamental 
shift in the way people live, 
work, shop and spend their 

leisure time during the 
pandemic. Local retail centre 
locations across London 
have outperformed the rest 
of the city and the wider 
UK. This is likely to continue 
as the pandemic eases 
further and will benefit these 
locations going forward.”

A total of 97,458 voted in 
Croydon’s elections, which 
were held on Thursday 5 May, 
a turnout of 35%.

In his acceptance speech, 
Mr Perry said: “I’ve said all the 
way through this mayoralty is 
a game changer, my thanks 
go to the Croydon electorate 
for putting their trust in me.

“There is hope in our borough, 
we can restore faith and pride 
in our borough together.

“We are so much stronger, 
together, we can put Croydon 
back on the right path.”

Speaking to journalists after, 
he said he was “very excited 
and very much looking 
forward to getting to work.”

He added: “Now it’s time 
for us to come together and 
move forwards.

“I really want to try and 
make it positive now, move 
on and get better.”

The change to a directly 
elected mayor model was 
voted in by residents after a 
governance referendum in 
October 2021.
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LAST FEW APARTMENTS  
REMAINING

ULTRA-LUXURY  
PENTHOUSE APARTMENTS

LEON HOUSE CROYDON

COMING SOON

For more information please contact

Discover high specification light-filled, luxury two  
bedroom apartments with relaxing sky garden,  
private dining room & coworking facilities  
just 17 minutes from central London. 

Exclusive development of 21st storey spacious 2 and 3  
bedroom homes with private south facing terrace gardens.

Reserve your penthouse today!

CROYDON NEWS
THIS newspaper has been 
developed and produced by 
the Develop Croydon Forum, 
a not-for-profit organisation 
Community Interest 
Company which promotes 
Croydon as a location to 
invest, work and live.

Up-to-date news on 
Croydon’s regeneration 
as well as the latest 
information on the Forum, its 
independent board and its 
members can be found at  
www.developcroydon.com

If you would like to contact 
us, please email us at:  
info@developcroydon.com 

This newspaper was 
produced by White Label 
Creative on behalf of 
Develop Croydon Forum CIC.

The opinions, beliefs and 
viewpoints represented 
in the articles published 
in this newspaper do not 
necessarily represent 
the opinions, beliefs and 
viewpoints of the Develop 
Croydon Forum or White 
Label Creative.

Key milestones for East Croydon projects
Progress on two 

regeneration projects 
around East Croydon 

have reached key 
milestones as the area 
surrounding the well-
connected train station 
continues to transform. 

Crescent Gardens, the 
118-shared-ownership-
and-affordable-rent-unit 
scheme, topped out in 
March, while on the other 
side of East Croydon, 
Schroders and Stanhope 

won planning permission 
to develop 3 Ruskin Square, 
a 14-storey office building 
providing 290,000 sq ft of 
office space alongside retail 
premises.

Latimer Homes’ (part of 
Clarion Housing Group) 
eight-storey building on 
Cherry Orchard Road, is due 
to complete next year, adding 
to Menta’s £350million Morello 
Quarter, which is creating a 
vibrant new urban quarter 
next to East Croydon Station.

Menta has already 
delivered the first phase of 
the project, including more 
than 300 new homes. As well 
as Crescent Gardens, the 
second phase of Morello also 
includes 338 homes, 20,000 
sq ft of commercial space, 
a landscaped public square 
and station infrastructure.

In March, Menta also 
launched a tender seeking 
ideas from creatives for 
inspiring designs for the 
quarter’s public realm.

Craig Marks, Chief Executive 
of Menta said: “Crescent 
Gardens is an important 
piece of the jigsaw that is the 
regeneration of East Croydon, 
making a significant 
contribution to meeting 
the needs for affordable 
housing in the borough. The 
multimillion-pound upgrade 
of East Croydon station also 
means this is a location 
where connectivity is second 
to none, so residents will be 
able to travel into central 
London in less than twenty 
minutes.”

Meanwhile, the next phase 
of Ruskin Square sees 
sustainablility remain at the 
heart of the development. 
3 Ruskin Square will benefit 

Topped out: Councillor Sherwan Chowdhury, Croydon Mayor, 
speaking at the topping out ceremony for Crescent Gardens

Croydon Park Hotel sold to build-to-
rent developers

Croydon Council has 
sold Croydon Park 
Hotel to build-to-rent 

developers Amro Partners 
and Flemyn LLP.

The joint venture plans to 
transform the former hotel into 
600 rental units (CGI, right).

Raj Kotecha, Co-Founder 
and Managing Director of 
Amro Partners, said: “There’s 
strong and growing demand 
among Croydon’s young 

professional population 
for high-quality rental 
accommodation in a ‘live, 
work, play’ setting and we 
look forward to working with 
our JV partner Flemyn LLP to 
deliver this exceptional new 
landmark building.”

A NEW LEGACY IN THE MAKING

from an all-electric energy 
strategy, rainwater harvesting 
and 35% green roof cover.

The design includes 
bicycle spaces, as well as 
three retail units intended 
for use by convenience 
and local amenities to 
support the community-
focused approach to the 
development.

2 Ruskin Square, which is 
pre-let to the Home Office, 
topped out in April, marking 
another key milestone in East 
Croydon’s regeneration.

Rob Cosslett, Deputy Fund 
Manager at Schroders, said: 

“Ruskin Square is on track 
to become a truly best 
in class office scheme in 
South London, combining 
exceptional building design 
with the benefits of the nearby 
train station, the amenities of 
Boxpark, and high quality and 
long term office occupiers. 
3 Ruskin Square represents 
a major step forward in 
delivering the next phase of 
the scheme, with the building 
offering cutting edge ESG 
solutions and highly desirable 
office space that will be 
well-placed to meet evolving 
occupier needs.”

Approved: 3 Ruskin Square

Saving best ‘til last at Leon House
With only three 

apartments left 
remaining at 

Leon House, its ultra-luxury 
penthouse apartments are 
coming soon to Croydon.

Three years on from 
launching its luxury living 
apartments at an affordable 
price, and as it nears sales 
completion with only three 
two-bedroom apartments 
remaining, Leon House is 
unveiling its final phase, an 
exclusive selection of ultra-
luxury penthouses.

The apartments at the 
21-storey development 
come complete with 
generously-sized bedrooms, 
hotel-inspired bathrooms 
and stunning floor to ceiling 
windows, offering a light-
filled and spacious home. 
But Leon House is taking 
luxury one step further with 
the introduction of three 
penthouse apartments, 
coming soon to its 21st floor. 

With a mix of two and 
three-bedroom homes on 
offer, the new penthouse 
apartments will boast Leon 
House’s contemporary 
interiors with a stunning 
open-plan living and dining 
area, premium appliances 
in the kitchen and a modern 
bathroom fitted with Laufen 
ceramic suites and bespoke 

vanity units. 
Penthouse residents will 

also enjoy a host of added 
extras, including the comfort 
of a private terrace garden. 
Looking out across Croydon, 
the south-facing outdoor 
area offers residents the 
perfect space to relax and 
enjoy the fresh air, as well as 
the exquisite views from the 
21st floor.

Leon House offers more 
than just apartments, with 
a variety of services and 
shared spaces available 
to all residents. From the 
relaxing rooftop sky garden 
and private dining room 
to the residents’ lounge 
and reading room, and the 

coworking facilities that 
make working from home 
that much easier. 

The coworking area at 
Leon House includes laptop 
and phone charging points, 
as well as a bookable 
meeting room and with the 
on-site concierge service 
on hand to welcome visitors, 
Leon House residents can 
benefit from flexible working 
with a professional touch.

To reserve one of our last 
remaining apartments 
at Leon House and to 
find out more about our 
penthouses, visit www.
leonhousecroydon.
co.uk or email info@
leonhousecroydon.co.uk

Croydon is London Borough of Culture 2023 and plans are 
well underway to deliver a series of events celebrating our 
unique identity, rich heritage, and diverse communities.

The title 'London Borough of Culture' is 
awarded to bring Londoners together 
and put communities on the map by 
making culture accessible to everyone. 

Croydon Council plans to do this by bringing 
international headliners and homegrown 
talent together, alongside grassroots 
activities for people of all ages.

A steering group of 30 local artists and 
organisations will shape the programme 
of events with local artists and grassroots 
cultural organisations able to apply for grants 
of up to £50,000 to deliver unforgettable 
experiences for residents and visitors.

Croydon Council also plans to create a 
music heritage trail to put the spotlight on 
Croydon’s musical history and bright future.

Croydon is the birthplace of dubstep, and 
other genres have enjoyed huge success 
in the district over the years, particularly 
garage and punk. Captain Sensible, 
co-creator of legendary punk band The 
Damned, went to Stanley Tech in South 
Norwood, and even wrote a song called 
‘Croydon’, where he mentions a host of 
local landmarks, including Fairfield Halls. 
Thornton Heath was the home of ska and 
reggae legend Desmond Dekker, while 
Fairytale of New York singer Kirsty Macoll 
called Selsdon home. Croydon’s biggest 
musical export these days is Stormzy, who 
made history in 2019 as the first black solo 
British headliner at Glastonbury.

And, of course, there’s the BRIT School, 
which has been producing local talent for 
more than 30 years, including platinum-
selling artists like Adele and Amy 
Winehouse, The Kooks, Bashy, Jessie J, FKA 
twigs, and Katy B. Even Spider-Man himself 
– Tom Holland – went to BRIT. 

In fact, you don’t have to look far to see 
Croydon’s cultural influence. Croydon 
hip-hop duo Krept & Konan (who also 
co-own Crepes & Cones in South End) 
have had enormous success and were 
big inspirations to Hardy Caprio, now 
hugely successful in his own right, with 
millions of people streaming his music on 
regular basis. Stormzy’s cousin, Nadia 
Rose, is also a major artist now, and her 
‘Skwod’ music video was even filmed on 
Croydon’s Surrey Street Market. And who 
can forget Croydon group Saint Etienne 
and their dancefloor filler ‘Only Love Can 
Break Your Heart’.

The Museum of Croydon will be speaking 
to residents this year to find out which 
artists and events locals would 
like included, and Fairfield Halls 
will play host to a variety of 
events and live performances 
celebrating the borough’s 
culture and community, 
while 15 young people from 
Croydon will work with 
Aspara Arts to learn how 
to interview, podcast, and 
capture memories of 
Croydon’s musical past.

Malti Patel, from Aspara 
Arts, said: “We’re thrilled 
to be the main partner of 
the musical heritage trail project 
in discovering and telling stories of 
Croydon’s rich musical heritage through 
oral history and videos into an exhibition.

“In recognising the role of diverse 
musicians and artists, the trail project will 
enhance community cohesion, celebrating 
the rich diversity of the borough.”

Councillor Oliver Lewis, cabinet member 
for culture and regeneration, said: “The 
trail will also showcase our current musical 

offering and venues across the borough, 
demonstrating the opportunities and 
spaces available to nurture and develop 
the Croydon musical talent of the future.”

The London Borough of Culture 
programme will be delivered by 15 
local partners to ensure it’s led by the 
community and can deliver something for 
everyone. The programme will deliver a 
positive and reimagined vision of Croydon 
that will support local businesses, create 
new opportunities and attract visitors.

Justine Simons OBE, London’s  
Deputy Mayor for Culture  

and the Creative  
Industries,  
said:  
“Croydon  
has set out  
ambitious  

Croydon Food & 
Music Festival is 
returning to South 

End on 26 June.
This free-to-attend 

event, running from 
12noon to 7pm, will 
bring the community 
and visitors to Croydon 
together to sample 
the best in street food, 
alfresco fine dining, 
delicious cocktails and 
superb live entertainment.

Organised by the 
South Croydon Business 
Association, the day 
regularly attracts more 
than 10,000 visitors to 
celebrate all things food, 
drink, and Croydon. There 
will be food stalls, street 
performers, live music, 
a demo kitchen and 
children’s entertainment.

Peter Baggatti, Chair 
of the South Croydon 
Business Association, 
said: “I’m really pleased 
that the Croydon Food 
and Music Festival is 
returning for 2022. I can’t 
wait to celebrate what 

makes Croydon and its 
communities so great 
with thousands of people 
on what is a truly special 
day of showcasing the 
borough.”

If you’re interested in 
trading at this year’s 
festival and serving to 
thousands of festival-
goers, or you want to 
showcase your talents 
on the main stage 
and perform to a live 

audience, email the 
event organisers events@
wlcreative.org.uk .

To keep up to date with 
the latest announcements, 
follow Croydon Food 
& Music Festival on 
Instagram, Facebook 
and Twitter, and for more 
information on the one-
day event, visit www.
croydonfoodfestival.co.uk 

Croydon Food & Music Festival is back!

plans as London Borough of Culture 2023. 
With such rich diversity and talent, it will be a 
brilliant celebration of the best the borough 
has to offer for residents and visitors to enjoy.

“Culture and creativity are helping drive 
London’s economic and social recovery, 
and Croydon’s programme will help to 
support and inspire Croydon’s community 
and young people, leaving a legacy for 
generations to come.”

Croydon cultural stars: 
From left - Tom 

Holland, Jessie J 
and Stormzy

Rappers and restaurateurs:  
Krept & Konan

Musical youth: 
 BRIT School alumni 

Luke Pritchard 
of The 
Kooks 

(left) and 
Adele
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Council partnership launches apps 
to promote local businesses
Croydon Council 

and Loqiva have 
partnered to develop 

three individual Digital 
Town Hub apps as part of 
the £4million South London 
Innovate Project to generate 
economic growth.

The three apps – Love 
South Norwood, In Purley 
and We Are Thornton Heath 
– bring community news, 
businesses, events and 
offers to your mobile.

The project links to the 
council’s Love Croydon Shop 
Local campaign to boost 
the borough’s economy in a 
sustainable way.

Locals can also explore 
local heritage sites through 
audio tours, express their 
views in quick surveys, report 
local issues, and access local 
transport information.

Businesses across South 
Norwood, Purley and 
Thornton Heath have 

Croydon’s changing office skyline

info@henryriley.com
www.henryriley.com

Property & Construction  
Consultants

Henry Riley LLP is a leading UK property and 
construction consultancy with a national and 
international presence. The success of Henry Riley for 
over 130 years has been down to our ability to lead 
the way in the construction and property industries by 
being visionary, innovative and forward thinking.

We offer our services across a range of sectors 
including Commercial, Education, Health, Industrial & 
Logistics, Leisure, Residential, Retail and Transport & 
Infrastructure.

Cost Management

Project Management

Digital Services

Health & Safety Services 
 
Modern Methods of  
Construction (MMC)

At Henry Riley, we strive to create a progressive business 
where our people can thrive and everyone is valued. We 
recognise that our staff are our most important asset, 
and as such we are dedicated to training and supporting 
them to achieve their potential. We provide an inclusive 
and creative working environment that respects equality 
and diversity and that supports people in reaching their 
ambitions and goals.”

Due to our continued growth, we have several 
opportunities for talented staff to join the business. You 
can apply directly through the vacancies on our website. 
For any additional information, please contact our Head of 
Human Resources, Michelle Bennett.

Michelle Bennett
Head of Human Resources 

recruitment@henryriley.com

 Careers at Henry Riley

There’s been a dramatic 
change in Coulsdon 
in recent years, 

particularly since the 
development of Cane Hill 
and the introduction of the 
Thameslink train line.  

With more footfall on the 
high street and increased 
commutability to the area 
there’s been a change on 
the high street from being 
dominated by banking and 
retail to a shift towards 
artisanal food and beverage 
outlets creating spaces 
for the local community to 
come together.

 As a developer in 
Coulsdon, NewPlace are 
adding new homes by 
building on sites previously 
occupied by dilapidated and 
environmentally unfriendly 
housing stock which has 
created a significant change 
for the better in the quality 

and quantity of homes.   
Working and living in the 

area, NewPlace are huge 
fans of the independent 
Cyco Cafe, Los Arcos Tapas 
restaurant, The Light Bar 
and Aycorn Shoppe, which 
all bring a new standard of 
hospitality and diversity to 
the area.

The exciting development 
on Lion Green Road and 
library further enriches the 
area and the secondary 
benefit of increased 
development is the 
extension of primary schools 
at Smitham and Chipstead 
Valley. Coulsdon has the 
perfect combination of 
London lifestyle benefits 
whilst retaining the privileges 
of Surrey country living with 
95 hectares of Farthing 
Downs, the biggest area of 
semi natural down land in 
London on the doorstep. 
The recent additions to the 
high street have injected 
personality and it’s clear 

Plans for new homes 
beside Shirley pub
A two-storey extension 
comprised of four new 
flats will be added to the 
150-year-old Sandrock 
pub on Upper Shirley Road.

Another 11 flats and four 
houses will also be built 
in another development 
at the back of the pub, 
including a play space 
and car parking.

Modern nine-home 
Selsdon development 
approved
Macar Developments’ 
nine-home Selsdon 
proposals has won 
planning consent.

The Gallop will feature 
a mix of three and four-
bedroom homes, all 
with parking, kitchens, 
cloakrooms and storage 
cupboards, and ensuite 
bathrooms for the 
master bedrooms.

Construction 
underway on Optivo 
developments
OPTIVO is leading on two 
new affordable housing 
schemes in Croydon.

The first is for 40 new units 
on Willett Road, Thornton 
Heath. The £15million 
development is due to 
complete in spring 2024.

The second development 
is a £10.4m scheme on 
Biddulph Road, South 
Croydon, creating 26 homes 
for London Affordable Rent. 
Work began in November 
2021 and is scheduled to 
complete in October 2023.

Ian Hagger, Director of 
Land and New Business at 
Optivo, said: “We’ve a proud 
history of delivering high 
quality homes to Croydon 
and we’re excited to have 
started construction on two 
sites within the borough, 
just weeks apart. At Optivo, 
we pride ourselves on 
building thriving, sustainable 
neighbourhoods with an 
inclusive mix of tenures. 

“We’re looking forward to 
providing even more local 
residents with a fantastic 
place to live and continuing 
to do our bit to tackle the 
housing crisis.”

Aprirose acquires 
Selsdon Park Hotel

Aprirose, the real estate 
investment company, 
has purchased Selsdon 

Park Hotel from De Vere Hotels.
The 200-acre parkland 

estate (above) includes a 
150-room hotel, meeting, 
conference and dining 
facilities, a leisure centre, 
tennis courts, running trail, 
and a 18-hole golf course.

Manish Gudka, Chief 
Executive of Aprirose, said: 
“As part of our strategy to 
grow our portfolio of high-

quality hospitality and leisure 
assets, we are pleased to 
have acquired Selsdon Park 
Hotel.

“The estate represents a 
great fit for Aprirose, it’s a 
large, well-located site and 
we’re excited by the potential 
to develop and enhance the 
existing amenities.”

Aprirose currently manages 
21 properties for a number 
of brands, including Delta 
Hotels by Marriott and Double 
Tree by Hilton.

engaged with the council, 
Loqiva and signed up to a 
free one-year membership, 
giving them access to useful 
digital data on footfall and 
targeted promotions.

Croydon office market grows with 
take up more than 100% up on 2020

Take up of office space 
in Croydon more 
than doubled in 2021, 

according to SHW’s latest 
Office Focus report.

Take up reached 95,300 sq 
ft last year, with a quoting 
rent of £38.50, higher than 
Bromley and Epsom, with rents 
remaining at £34 per sq ft.

Vacancy is at 13.06% – but 
with availability at 470,000 sq 
ft and total demand last year 
logged at 2.3million, SHW 
expects to see competition 
for space this year.

Alex Gale, SHW’s Partner 
and Head of Surrey, South 
London & Kent Business 
Space, said: “It’s clear 
there is still a need for 
office space to encourage 
more staff interaction 
and to boost motivation 
and wellbeing, however 
most companies are now 
embracing some form of 
home working, allowing for 
a better work-life balance 

for staff and, also, reducing 
overall occupational 
costs while maintaining 
productivity. 

“The future of the office is 
far from dead as Zoom and 
Teams are no substitute for 
physical social interaction. 
But with companies 
requiring less office space, 
firms are looking at ‘flight to 
quality’ in order to provide 
the best accommodation 
affordable for their staff. As 
a result, we are optimistic 
there will be a healthy level 
of take up during 2022 as 
companies look to reduce 
space occupied and 
upgrade their office space.

“Despite the increase 
in working from home, 
long-sighted investors 
seeing the advantage of 
office occupation and the 
versatility of the buildings 
are still keen to acquire 
assets in this sector.”

Playing 
fields could 
become 
new homes
CONEGATE has brought 
forward plans for 140 new 
homes in Waddon.

The development would 
sit on the north part of the 
former Heath Clark playing 
field, currently occupied by 
horses.

The plans include a mix 
of terraced houses and 
flats built around a central 
garden, with 57 homes 
earmarked as affordable 
housing.

The development includes 
parking for 100 vehicles, 
including 12 blue badge 
spaces, parking for 200 
bicycles, as well as a 
children’s play area and  
100 new trees.

Victorian pub set 
for new lease of life
The Rail View, a derelict 
Victorian pub on 
Selsdon Road, is being 
renovated after lying 
empty for four years.

The pub closed its 
doors in 2017, and sold 
three years later. It’s 
thought the pub is being 
converted into offices.

Plans revised for 
Croydon skyscraper
Plans for the borough’s 
tallest building, One 
Lansdowne, are being 
revised to make it a 
suitable build-to-rent 
scheme.

The plans for two 
towers of 68 and 
41 storeys will be 
comprised of 794 flats.

The amendments will 
not alter the height of 
the buildings or number 
of units available.

FULL SERVICE PROPERTY 
CONSULTANCY COVERING 
THE SOUTH EAST
We provide comprehensive advice to clients on 
all types of commercial and residential property. 
Specialist sectors include:
> Industrial, Office and Retail Agency

> Planning

> Development

> Lease advisory

> Healthcare & Medical

> Charities

> LPA Receivership

> Airports

> Leisure

Read our latest market research for Croydon 
and the South East covering Retail, Industrial  

& Logistics, Office and Development.

CROYDON & LONDON
PROPERTY RESEARCH

Corinthian House, 17 Lansdowne Road CR0 2BX

to see the increase of 
quality outlets improving 
the desirability of the area. 
NewPlace are focusing on 
providing a mixed tenure 
of new  homes that allow 
Coulsdon to grow in harmony 
with its current community 

NewPlace delivering change in Coulsdon

and we are particularly proud 
of our new development Cherry 
Blossom Court on Coulsdon 
Road which has all been sold 
and our new homeowners 
are settling in and thoroughly 
enjoying exploring all that 
Coulsdon has to offer. 

SOLD: Homemowners at NewPlace’s Cherry Blossom Court are 
settling in

The arrival experience at 
East Croydon station has 
changed dramatically 

as Stanhope and Schroders 
power on with delivery of 
the next phase of offices at 
Ruskin Square.

2 Ruskin Square is under 
construction, comprising 
330,000 sq ft and let in its 
entirety to the Home Office.

The view along Dingwall 
Road towards the towering 
Ten Degrees block is 
stunning. 

There can be no doubt 
Croydon has a permanent 
place in the heart of the 
public sector. Other deals in 
this sector have flowed with 
the Department for Work 
and Pensions taking three 
floors of Simpson House and 
Reed in Partnership, already 
in several suites in Suffolk 
House, acquiring circa 
10,000 sq ft in Norfolk House.

Aligned to the public 
sector Croydon has been 
growing its educational 
offer attracting London 
South Bank University, who 
took a lease of Electric 
House. In addition, the 
Univeristy of Roehampton 
has started courses in 
conjunction with Croydon 
College joining University of 
Sussex, who occupy offices 
in Number One Croydon, in 
the town.

Has this spate of activity in 
the office market arrested 
the lull evident since before 
the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic?

The simple answer is the 
office market is experiencing 
ongoing changes from the 
escalation of WFM. 

Uncertainty remains from 
tenants as to how much 
space they really need and 
where that space should be.

For landlords what is clear 
is office space needs to be 
made more attractive to 
attract tenants who want to 
encourage their staff back 
to the office with amenities, 
upgraded common parts, 
better air circulation and 
simply, more flexibility.

A driving force for take-up 
is structural change, by way 
of lease expiries and lease 
breaks. This will continue to 
drive churn in urban areas 
and Croydon consistently 
performs from this activity. 
With new lettings recorded 
at circa 50,000 sq ft over 
the course of the last couple 
of years, lease renewals 
provided a further 100,000 sq 
ft of take-up. 

The Ruskin Square large 
lettings, which are in essence 
finance agreements, kick into 
the statistics once the building 

BY VANESSA CLARK
Principal, Sinclair Clark

in question is fully built.
Records show Croydon has 

many structural events in 
play over the next five years 
which will provide a great 
hunting ground for landlords 
seeking tenants and an 
equal opportunity to release 
buildings for repurposing.

SHW secures Reed 
letting at Norfolk House
SHW has secured a 

letting to Reed in 
Partnership at Norfolk 

House on behalf of landlord 
Kennedy Wilson Europe.

Reed in Partnership has 
agreed to take the whole 
second floor –10,662 sq ft.

Elsewhere, Simpson 
House is fully let, with the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions taking 16,000 sq 
ft and Sir Robert McAlpine 
taking 2,500 sq ft of office 
space and basement 
storage in addition to Parry 
Murray’s 2,500 sq ft offices 

and basement storage 
renewal.

St Matthews House and 
96 George Street are both 
to let Tide Construction 
on short term leases prior 
to redevelopment with 
planning in hand for 155,000 
sq ft Grade A office space 
and at 69 Park Lane, Jane’s 
Defence are relocating from 
Coulsdon, agreeing a  lease 
of approximately 10,000 sq ft 
of office space.

Croydon BID has also 
moved, relocating to 
Grosvenor House.

101 George 
Street wins two 
CTBUH awards
MJH STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERS have revealed 
101 George Street (Ten 
Degrees), the modular 
residential building 
opposite East Croydon 
station, has received an 
award of excellence in 
two categories from the 
CTBUH in Best Tall Buildings 
(100m-199m) and Best 
Tall Building Residential or 
Hotel.
The landmark structure 
developed by Tide 
Construction and 
manufactured by Vision 
Modular Systems is the 
world’s tallest modular 
building at 136 metres.
The latest awards mark 
further wins for the 
development which also 
scooped Best Use of 
Volumetric and Planning 
Permission of the Year.
Michael Hough, Director at 
MJH Structural Engineering, 
said: “This volumetric 
modular building is a 
landmark structure which 
showcases the potential 
for offsite construction.”

Changing: Ruskin Square (left) and Ten Degrees (centre) 
change the town centre’s skyline

BY JOE GARNER
Co-Founder, NewPlace
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PLACES OF 
CROYDON
Croydon is a borough of many districts, each with a fascinating 
past, intriguing present, and hopeful future. We took a closer look 
at the neighbourhoods that make up our diverse and ambitious 
pocket of south London to explore what they have to offer 
residents, locals and visitors, alike.

CROYDON TOWN CENTRE

• More than 2,600 homes 
currently under construction.

• 14 minutes to London Bridge or 
Gatwick Airport and 15 minutes 
to London Victoria.

• Boxpark Croydon sits beside 
East Croydon station, offering 
30 drinking and dining 
establishments, ranging from 
big names like Meat Liquor 
to celebrated independents, 
serving a wide variety of 
cuisines from around the 
world. Visitors can also attend 
a plethora of cultural events, 
from quiz nights to karaoke, 
live sports, arts and crafts, and 
more. You can also have a bash 
at axe throwing or step into the 
batting cage to test your swing.

• Flip Out opened their London 
venue in Croydon last summer, 
offering events for children of 
all ages, as well as adult nights. 
Try your hand at ninja tag, laser 
quest, bumper cars, five-a-
side football, ice skating, mini 
golf, and an inflatable obstacle 
course.

• Stop in at any one of Croydon’s 
many award-winning, 
independent coffee shops - 
Crushed Bean, Bob’s Your Uncle, 
Matthews Yard - and explore 
some of the capital’s most 
impressive street art on the 
way, including works by Otto 
Schade and Dan Kitchener.

NORBURY
• Croydon’s Local Plan 2018 plans 

for 225 new homes in Nobury.
• Norbury is the setting for Arthur 

Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes 
story ‘The Adventure of the 
Yellow Face’, one of the very 
few Holmes stories where the 
detective gets it wrong.

• Comedian and actor Will Hay 
and novelist and poet Kingsley 
Amis lived in Norbury.

• The borough’s first tram ran 
from Croydon to Norbury in 
1902.

THORNTON HEATH
• Bramble Estates secured 

permission in 2021 to deliver 
58 new homes across four 
residential blocks adjacent 
to Thornton Heath station, 
including ground floor 
commercial space.

• Crystal Palace superstar Wilfred 
Zaha grew up in Thornton 
Heath.

• British rapper and Glastonbury 
headliner Stormzy was born and 
raised in Thornton Heath.WADDON

• Along with Broad Green and 
Purley, Waddon is home to the 
Purley Way, a key industrial and 
logisitcs hub.

• Bellway is delivering 168 new 
homes on the site of the former 
Croydon Lido on Waddon 
Way. The original diving board 
will be kept as a feature of 
the residential development, 
which will also include 6,000 
sq ft of commercial space. The 
development will open spring 
2023.

• Plans for 140 new homes on 
land off Duppas Hill Road were 
submitted to Croydon Council 
in February 2022.

PURLEY
• RAA Ventures is currently working to deliver more than 300 

flats in Purley - with two developments on Whytecliff Road 
and one on Banstead Road.

• Purley BID won £20,000 in funding from the Mayor of London 
in 2021 to support town centre regeneration.

• Illusionist Derren Brown was also born in Purley and  
went to Whitgift School, in South Croydon.

• Francis Rossi from Status Quo lives in Purley.
• Hammer Horror and Star Wars actor Peter  

Cushing is commemorated with a blue 
 plaque on his childhood residence  
- 32 St James’ Road, Purley.

SOUTH CROYDON
• Home to Croydon’s Restaurant 

Quarter and the Croydon Food 
and Music Festival, which 
returns in 2022.

• Home to Whitgift School 
- opened in 1596 by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
and owned by the Whitgift 
Foundation. Notable alumni 
include illusionist Derren Brown, 
hip hop artist Loyle Carner, 
author Neil Gaiman, actor 
Martin Jarvis, Rugby Union 
player and Elliot Daly.

• Croydon hip-hop duo Krept 
& Konan own and operate 
their own restaurant in South 
Croydon - Crepes & Cones, 
serving crepes, waffles, chicken, 
ribs, burgers, hotdogs, cocktails, 
mocktails, milkshakes and 
desserts. The popular eatery 
and celebrity hangout has 
recently reopened following the 
coronavirus pandemic.

BROAD GREEN & 
SELHURST
• Home to the BRIT School with 

famous alumni including Adele, 
Amy Winehouse, FKA twigs, 
Jessie J, Katy B, and Spider-Man 
actor Tom Holland.

• A blue plaque at 30 Dagnall 
Park, Selhurst, confirms it as the 
former residence of composer 
Samuel Coleridge Taylor. There’s 
also a large mural dedicated to 
him on the front of Centrale.

• There are major plans to 
expand Crystal Palace Football 
Club’s Selhurst Park stadium to 
accommodate more fans as 
well as a pitch extension, which 
would enable the club to host 
international matches.

COULSDON
• NewPlace are delivering two new housing schemes in Coulsdon - 

Cherry Blossom Court and 28 Fairdene.
• The site of the historic Cane Hill Hospital has been transformed into a 

sprawling and award-winning residential development of more than 
600 new homes including a country park, car parking, a children’s 
play area, and enhanced wildlife and biodiversity. The original Cane 
Hill chapel and water tower have been retained as features of the 
development.

• Recent developments include the extension of Smitham Primary 
School, delivering eight new classrooms.

• The popular Happy Valley trail is located in Coulsdon as part of the 
sprawling Farthing Downs.

SOUTH NORWOOD & 
WOODSIDE
• Home to Stanley Halls, two 

popular markets, and Stormzy’s 
favourite cafe - Bluejay.

• The £2.4m South Norwood 
Regeneration Programme, 
from the Greater London 
Authority’s Good Growth Fund 
and Historic England, aims to 
further revitalise the high street 
and celebrate the town’s rich 
heritage and culture.

• Arthur Conan Doyle, the creator 
of fictional detective Sherlock 
Holmes, lived in South Norwood.

SHIRLEY
• Home to Shirley Windmill, built in 

1854, just one of four windmills 
open to the public in Greater 
London.

• Comedian Ronnie Corbett lived 
in Shirley for more than 30 
years.

• Shirley is home to one of 
Croydon’s oldest pubs, The 
Sandrock. Plans were submitted 
in March to deliver new housing 
adjacent to the pub, including 
car parking and a children’s 
play area.

CRYSTAL PALACE & 
UPPER NORWOOD
• In April 2022 Crystal Palace 

was named the best place to 
live in London by The Sunday 
Times (April 2022), celebrated 
for its “bohemian vibe”, cultural 
offerings, drinking and dining, 
and family activities.

• The historic and scenic Crystal 
Palace Park will host South 
Facing Festival and Wireless 
Festival in 2022. The Crystal 
Palace Bowl has also been fully 
restored to host music events.

• A huge restoration project is 
underway to restore and reopen 
the Crystal Palace Subway to 
visitors.

• The foundations and remnants 
of the historic Crystal Palace 
can still be viewed at the top 
end of Crystal Palace Park. 

SELSDON

• Apirose recently bought the 
Selsdon Park Hotel. The 200-
acre parkland estate includes 
a 150-room hotel, meeting and 
conference facilities, a range 
of dining amenities, a leisure 
centre, tennis courts, running 
trail, and 18-hole golf course.

• Fairytale of New York singer 
Kirsty Macoll grew up on Beech 
Way, Selsdon.

• Macar Development won 
planning approval in January 
to deliver nine new homes to 
The Gallop, Selsdon.

ADDINGTON
• Addington is listed as a 

settlement in the Domesday 
Book, 1086.

• Addington Palace came to 
fruition when Barlow Trecothick, 
Alderman of the City of London, 
created his Palladian-style 
residence. By 1807 the mansion 
and estate became the country 
retreat for the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Five Archbishops 
are buried at the historic St 
Mary’s Church in Addington 
Village.

• Addington Village is home to 
a working blacksmith going 
back almost 300 years. Grade 
II listed Addington Forge was 
built in 1740 and for the past 60 
years has been run as a family 
business, producing tools, 
signage and furniture.

• In January 2020 a new £25m 
leisure and community centre 
opened in New Addington, 
which includes a 25-metre, six-
lane main swimming pool and 
a learning pool, an extensive 
fitness suite, sport halls and 
multi-purpose activity studios 
along with an on-site café. Eight 
homes were built as part of the 
development.

SANDERSTEAD
• Home to Riddlesdown Collegiate 

where supermodel Kate Moss 
studied.

• NewPlace was given the go-
ahead in August 2021 to build 
seven new family homes in 
Sanderstead.

• Sanderstead is steeped in 
history. Between 1958 and 
1960 an archeological group 
unearthed a man dating back 
12,000 years to the Mesolithic 
Period.

KENLEY & OLD COULSDON
• In March 2020, Croydon Council was awarded £878,766 from the 

GLA’s Good Growth Fund for “Connecting Kenley”, a £2.1m three-year 
programme that will see Kenley benefit from improved public areas, 
refreshed community spaces and support for local businesses.

• RAF Kenley was a strategic airfield in the Battle of Britain.
• Kenley Common comprises 138 acres of green open space 

surrounding the former Battle of Britain airfield.

ADDISCOMBE
• Kate Moss grew up in 

Addiscombe.
• L&Q delivered Addiscombe 

Oaks on Addiscombe Road, 
comprising 137 new homes, 
available later this year.

• Ark Blake Academy will open 
to students aged 11-18 this 
September.

Boxpark, Croydon

Waddon Ponds
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SOUTH NORWOOD  
& WOODSIDE
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NORBURY
CRYSTAL PALACE & 
UPPER NORWOOD
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Another record year for industrial market
Continued strong 

demand and lack 
of stock across the 

industrial market made for 
another record year in South 
London, according to SHW.

Alex Gale, SHW’s Partner 
and Head of Surrey, Sussex 
& Kent Business Space, said: 
“We saw a record take up 
of space in 2021 due to the 
continued surge in demand 
from last mile logistics 
and warehousing space 
operators.”

“This strong demand 
continues to be linked to 
logistics rather than light 
industrial or manufacturing, 
reflecting the continued 
appetite for online retailing 
and the subsequent need 
to be close to the target 
market. As a result, rents 

are continuing to rise, and 
we predict this will largely 
continue throughout 2022 
as demand outstrips supply, 
albeit there are some clouds 
on the horizon from big 
hikes in fuel costs, increased 
inflation and potentially large 
increases in rates next year. 
For occupiers, rent hikes of, 
in many cases, 100% over the 
last five years have forced 
some companies to relocate 
to more affordable locations.”

In Croydon and the 
surrounding South London 
market, quoting rents 
have now breached £20 
per sq ft, with the highest 
rent achieved so far in this 
cycle being £19 per sq ft 
for new grade A space, up 
from £16 in 2020 and £13 in 
2017. Stock availability has 

issues highlighted above. 
Much like the office market, 
SHW is also expecting a flight 
to quality as the issues of 

kept pace with 1.1million 
reportedly being available 
in 2021 (674,500 in 2020), 
leading to only a slight 
increase in take up from 
424,000 sq ft in 2020 to 
430,000 sq ft in 2021, in part 
due to new developments 
such as Prologis’ scheme in 
Beddington Lane coming on 
stream and also older stock 
being available for a short 
period of time prior to being 
redeveloped. 

Looking forward, for 
the remainder of 2022, 
there remains a relatively 
healthy supply of stock, but 
with 1.43m sq ft of logged 
demand in Q4 2021 alone 
(5.18m in total for 2021) 
and vacancy rates at 5.4%, 
rents should continue to 
increase, subject to the 

Gatwick reopens South Terminal
Gatwick has reopend 

its South Terminal 
Terminal (pictured, 

right) going from an airport 
with about 300 flights a day 
to one operating around 
570 flights – the equivalent 
of opening a medium-sized 
airport overnight.  

Gatwick is part of VINCI 
Airports’ diversified network of 
53 airports in 12 countries and 
is perusing more connections 
to increase travel choices, as 
well as support for business 
and the economy.

The significant increase in 

the choice of destinations 
flown direct from the airport 
– combined with positive 
booking data to date - 
indicates Gatwick is expecting 
a strong summer season.

Stewart Wingate, CEO, 
Gatwick Airport, said: “A lot of 
work has gone into preparing 

LSBU Group is a family 
of education providers, 
believing knowledge has 

the power to impact the 
lives of all people, making 
the world more free, fair and 
open, helping the economy 
grow, and leaving no one 
behind.

As one of the top 
universities for Higher and 
Degree Apprenticeships, 
LSBU currently delivers 
30 plus apprenticeships 
to more than 2,500 
apprentices from nearly 
1,000 employers, with more 
to come in September. The 
new London South Bank 
Technical College (LSBTC) 
forms part of the LSBU family, 
which includes the Croydon 
Campus at Electric House 
on Wellesley Road, and 
focuses on delivering a fresh, 
dynamic educational and 
vocational experience for 
students to make them fit for 
the future.

The LSBU Group 
apprenticeship team 
provide tailored support 
to achieve nationally-
recognised qualifications 
and deliver learning and 
training in an environment 

that reflects contemporary 
working.

The team currently work 
with companies and 
organisations to support 
them by clearly identifying 
training needs and how skills 
gaps can be plugged. At 
LSBTC, apprentices can start 
their careers on the Level 2-3 
programmes and progress 
right through to degree-level 
education with one provider. 

Building meaningful 
partnerships with employers 
and the local community 
will be integral for LSBTC’s 
new strategy, and the grand 
opening of the technical 
college and relationship 
with LSBU will provide all the 
resources to support long 
term holistic education. 

Fiona Morey, Pro Vice-
Chancellor, said: “LSBTC is 
a fantastic new technical 
college in the heart of 
London, close to Nine 
Elms. With industry-driven 
technology and resources 
that mirror the workplace, 
LSBTC has been designed 
specifically to provide 
high quality technical and 
professional education for 
young people and adults.

“We are excited to be able 
to offer a range of technical 
qualifications and in 
particular, apprenticeships. 
We are particularly targeting 
Londoners who live locally. 
The apprenticeship offer has 
been designed with close 
partnership to employers 
and LSBU, supporting 
Londoners into locally 
good jobs and partnering 
with employers such as 
Transport for London and 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ 
Hospital.

“One of the big benefits 
is we are part of the LSBU 
group, which is leading 
the way in terms of degree 
apprenticeships.”

A new LSBU Green 
Skills Hub has also been 
launched, to increase 
opportunities to gain 
new skills and work in the 
growing green sector in 
London. Part of The Mayor’s 
Academies Programme, it 
aims to create 600 jobs and 
apprenticeships, as well as 
119 work placements in the 
green sector by April 2024.

To find out more about the 
opportunities, visit www.lsbu.
ac.uk/courses/apprenticeships

Apprenticeship opportunities for 
employers and learners at LSBU Group

College investing in facilities 
– and borough’s future

Coming on stream: Prologis’ Beddington Lane scheme

FSB welcomes new 
Student Union 
president

Students at 
the Fairfield 
School of 
Business 
(FSB) has 
elected 
George 

Washington as their 
Student Union President.
Business student George 
(pictured), said: “FSB is 
the place for pioneering 
student confidence. 
“I will be in constant 
contact with FSB senior 
management to ensure 
that the needs of 
students are listened to 
and acted on.”
Mohammed Zaidi, FSB’s 
CEO, added: “We all 
look forward to working 
with George to make a 
positive difference in FSB 
student life.”

GLI submits plans  
for two warehouses
GLI has submitted a 
planning application 
to build two logistics 
warehousing units 
totalling 107,770 sq ft on 
Queensway.

Both units will be 100% 
electric, delivering 
extensive car and van EV 
charging points, and PV 
solar panels.

Historic Croydon 
gas holder to 
become warehouses
A disused metal gas 
holder on Factory Lane 
is being dismantled to 
make way for 95,000 sq 
ft of industrial space.
Chancerygate made a 
deal with SGN last year 
to develop Croydon 
Gasworks for £25million.
It is expected the 
development will create 
more than 100 jobs.Glencar wins SEGRO Croydon 

development contract
Specialist logistics 

and business park 
developer SEGRO 

has awarded Glencar the 
industrial and distribution 
hub project for the 
development of a site 
to become SEGRO Park 
Croydon.

Glencar will construct 
155,000 sq ft of Grade A 
industrial space across 
units ranging from 5,000 to 
85,000 sq ft on Redhouse 
Road (CGI right).

Roy Jones, Glencar 
Managing Director 
London and South, said: 
“This instruction serves 
to reinforce Glencar’s 
expansion across London 
and the south and within the 
fast-expanding last-mile 
urban logistics sector.”

The site will include 
sustainability features like 
photovoltaic panels, low-
energy lighting, and electric 
vehicle charging points.

Meanwhile, SEGRO has 
purchased the multi-let 
industrial estate Access 23 
from LaSalle Investment 
Mangement for £120million.

The Purley Way site 
spans 180,000 sq ft across 
two buildings and is fully 
let, including two car 
showrooms.

Alan Holland, Managing 
Director of SEGRO Greater 
London, said: “Demand for 
high-quality, well-located 
industrial and logistics 
space across the London 
market remains strong, but 
there is a lack of supply to 
meet it.”

He added the acquisition 
was “another positive step 
forward” for the developer 
and would strenghten its 
offer in “key strategic London 
submarkets” and “build scale 
in those where we don’t, 
including south London.”

BACK FOR 2022

FREE TO
ATTEND

@CroydonFoodFest

After a two-year absence, the Croydon 
Food and Music Festival will return on 
Sunday 26 June.  

Organised by the South Croydon Business 
Association, this pop-up event celebrates 
Croydon’s vibrant community. It will be held in 
Croydon’s Restaurant Quarter, which is famed for 
its international cuisine served up by chefs with an 
incredible passion for good food.

We are so excited to welcome you to 
what is guaranteed to be an amazing 
comeback event. Scan the QR code 
to find out more or to get involved. 

ORGANISED BY

FOOD STALLS

DEMO KITCHEN

CHILDREN’S 
ENTERTAINMENTSTREET PERFORMERS

APPRENTICESHIPS SUPPORT FOR
YOUR BUSINESS

Bricklaying
Business administration
Civil engineering
Dental nursing
Hospitality and catering
Early years
Technical surveying 
Digital support

 

Find out how LSBU Group can support your employee training and
development programme. 

T. +44 207 815 6100 E. apprenticeships@lsbu.ac.uk 
W. lsbu.ac.uk/courses/apprenticeships

Arts and Creative Industries
Applied Sciences
Built Environment and Architecture
Business
Engineering
Health and Social Care
Law and Social Sciences

LSBU Group Apprenticeship programmes deliver high-
quality training and practical skills in partnership with
leading employers covering: 

sustainability and ESG move 
up the corporate ladder of 
importance.

Purley Way guide highlights importance of area
The Purley Way Forum 

is promoting the area 
through the creation of 

a new guide for businesses, 
investors and developers.

The guide highlights the 
top businesses across 
a number of industries 
in what is a key last 
mile logistics location, 
with information on the 

developments, amenities, 
and much more.

Alex Gale, SHW’s Partner 
and Head of Surrey, Sussex 
& Kent Business Space, said 
the document was “a really 
handy guide as to who is 
where and what is going 
on in this prime last mile 
logistics location.”

You can 
view the 
document by 
scanning the 
QR code here. 

Bridge submit plans 
for warehouse and 
office scheme

Plans have been 
submitted to transform 
a Factory Lane 

industrial site into a 62,000 
sq ft logistics warehouse 
and office complex.

The new development 
will be known as Bridge 
Point Croydon. The site 
was purchased by Bridge 
Industrial in August 2021.

The new development, if 
approved, would include 
parking spaces as well 
as shower facilities to 
encourage employees to 
cycle to work.

The Croydon College 
Group is continuing to 
invest in the borough’s 

future by upgrading 
facilities to ensure learners 
have the best possible 
access to excel in their 
career choices.

Following last year’s 
completion of the £1million 
Clinical Simulation Centre 
for Croydon University 
Centre’s Adult Nursing 
students, the college has 
invested across both its 
Croydon and Coulsdon 
campuses ahead of 
introducing new courses 
for September 2022.

At Croydon, to prepare 
for the game-changing 
Esports BTEC, the College 
Group is developing a 
new arena alongside a 
traditional classroom, 
with more than £100,000 
being spent to recreate 

the look and feel of being 
part of a tournament in a 
fast-growing industry worth 
more than £1bn.

Meanwhile, Croydon 
fit-out and refurbishment 
specialists ITC Concepts are 
altering and remodelling 
both the Croydon College 
and Coulsdon Sixth Form 
College campuses to 
prepare for the upcoming T 
Levels, which are equivalent 
to three A Levels and offer 
a mixture of classroom 
learning and on-the-job 
experience.

The upgraded facilities 
will help provide students 
with the skills required 
for work, further training 
or study. At Croydon, a 
space is being prepared 
for the introduction of 
an Engineering and 
Manufacturing T Level, while 
in Coulsdon, work is being 

completed on campus 
ahead of the Science T Level 
getting underway.

Caireen Mitchell, Principal 
and CEO of the Croydon 
College Group, said: “These 
investments are a clear 
indication of how we are 
focusing on careers, not 
courses, ensuring our 
learners have the best 
opportunities to go as far 
as they possibly can in their 
professional life.

our South Terminal, and I 
would like to thank everybody 
involved.  

“Reopening our South 
Terminal and the increase 
in the choice of flights 
our airlines are offering is 
great news for our local 
communities, particularly 
people and their families 
who rely on the airport for 
their livelihood, and also the 
large number of support 
and supply businesses that 
depend on a successful 
airport.”

“We’re really looking 
forward to opening these 
new facilities, seeing students 
start these new courses 
and making the most of the 
spaces available to them to 
succeed.”

For more information on the 
courses at Croydon College, 
visit www.croydon.ac.uk/
course-finder/ and to find 
out more about Coulsdon 
Sixth Form College, visit www.
coulsdon.ac.uk/courses/
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completed – construction is 
still strong in the area.”

There was positivity closing 
the morning, with a keynote 
from Ms Jones, who said: 
“Croydon is a wonderful town. 
It’s my home. We need to 
think about how to develop 
entrepreneurship and reward 
businesses that take on 
apprentices, invest in skills, 
fill empty premises. I want a 
cleaner, greener town centre 
that can thrive. Let’s make 
sure Croydon has the future it 
deserves.”

The day of business 
positivity then moved to 
the nearby Electric House 
– home to London South 
Bank University’s Croydon 
Campus – for the Business 
Live Expo. More than 50 
businesses and organisations 
showcased themselves and 
their products and services 
to one of London’s most 
diverse communities, with 

discussions and collaboration 
taking place throughout the 
afternoon, with discussion 
forums looking at emerging 
trends in digital media, 
procurement opportunities, 
property advice and top 
tips for entrepreneurs, 
alongside speed networking 
opportunities and business 

advice clinics for employers 
to assist them with any issues 
they may have.

Those attending and 
exhibiting both proclaimed 
the Expo a success, noting 
the quality of guests and 
services being showcased by 
employers.

Best in Croydon showcased at Croydon 
Economic Summit and Business Live Expo

Time to reboot town centre as 
Croydon BID sets out priorities

Croydon businesses 
have returned to 
in-person networking 

and collaborating with the 
Croydon Economic Summit 
and Business Live Expo.

The day opened with the 
free-to-attend Summit at 
Boxpark, with discussions 
exploring the economic 
recovery of the borough and 
the role jobs and skills play 
in creating a more inclusive, 
greener and resilient Croydon, 
with delegates inspired by 
the innovation shown by 
businesses of all sizes and 

sectors, hearing how culture 
and new ways of working can 
increase their market.

Featuring two main panel 
debates, there were also 
keynote speeches from 
Minister for London and 
Minister for Small Business, 
Consumers & Labour Markets 
Paul Scully MP, Leader of 
Croydon Council Cllr Hamida 
Ali, Cllr Manju Shahul-Hameed, 
Croydon Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Communities, 
Safety and Business Recovery 
and Croydon Central MP 
Sarah Jones.

Cllr Shahul-Hameed 
told delegates there were 
“positive signs” emerging in 
the borough’s recovery: “Our 
inward investment team has 
seen significant enquiries and 
Croydon is still seeing new 
growth with buildings being 

Croydon first borough 
to get smart bus stops

The opportunities were 
discussed during the 
Develop Croydon 

Sustainable Industrial and 
Logistics round table on  
26 April.

The round table 
examined Croydon’s 
growing industrial and 
logistics sector, the drive 
towards sustainability by 
developers, alongside the 
pressures from companies 
and public alike, discussing 
the challenges faced, 
opportunities available and 
how the industry can work 
together to achieve carbon 
neutral and net zero goals.

Some key comments from 
the discussion are below, 
with the full report of the 
round table available to 

read online soon at  
www.developcroydon.com

Steve Malkin, CEO, Planet 
Mark said: “Working with the 
supply chain at Prologis’ 
site on Beddington Lane, 
we’ve managed to reduce 
the whole-life carbon 
of three units by 34%. 
That is really important 
on industrial buildings 
as 60% or 70% of their 
whole-life carbon will be 
embodied. 57% reduction 
was then achieved on the 
operational carbon, and 
we should be looking at 
demanding that for every 
development.”

Steve Dennington, 
Service Head - Spatial 
Planning & Interim Service 
Head of Growth Zone and 

Regeneration, Croydon 
Council, said: “This is an 
area where, particularly 
when we’re talking about 
industrial buildings, the 
pace of what the industry 
and customers are wanting 
could be overtaking the 
planning landscape. 
It’s becoming higher on 
occupiers’, and customers’ 
agendas, adding greater 
weight to how businesses 
and developers meet 
the requirements, and 
achieving carbon targets 
and BREAAM excellent 
just becomes the natural 
point rather than a point of 
negotiation.”

Alex Hickman, Asset 
Management Director, KSP 
said: “I think we’ve got a 

Croydon can help lead the way in 
sustainable industrial and logistics

All aboard: Croydon will be the first borough to get smart bus shelters

www.croydonawards.co.uk
Returning for an eighth year, the Croydon Business 
Excellence Awards 2022 will celebrate the successes and 
achievements of businesses across all sectors.
With 12 free-to-enter categories – all designed to refl ect the dynamism, 
innovation and drive within the Croydon business community - the awards 
are a fantastic opportunity for companies to celebrate their team, promote 
their business to new customers and to raise their profi le.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

ENTER NOW!
Scan the QR code to fi nd 

out more about the 
categories and how to 

enter or nominate 
a business.

ENTER OR NOMINATE 
A BUSINESS NOW!

DEADLINE APPROACHING: FRIDAY 27 MAY 2022

New Manager for 
Fairfield Halls
BH Live, Fairfield Halls’ 
operator, has appointed 
Jonathan Higgins as 
General Manager.

Mr Higgins has 15 years’ 
experience of managing 
venues and events in the 
north of England, and 
has plans to open the 
performance spaces to 
the local community.

Crepes & Cones 
reopens
Croydon hip-hop artists 
Krept & Konan have 
reopened their popular 
restaurant for the first 
time in two years.

Crepes & Cones first 
opened in 2018 but 
closed its doors in 
March 2020 due to the 
pandemic.

Reopoening on 30 April, 
diners are able to book 
tables online. 

Schemes to improve 
air quality and 
sustainable travel
Croydon is planning 
new cycle schemes 
and safer crossings to 
boost sustainable travel 
as part of the council’s 
plan to reach carbon 
neutrality by 2030.

The plans have 
been developed with 
businesses, residents, 
schools and councillors.

EV rapid charging hub 
opens at Purley Cross
Osprey Charging has 
opened a new high-
powered electric vehicle 
charging hub at Purley 
Cross Retail Park.

The hub features six 
rapid chargers ranging 
from 75kW to 175kW, 
located alongside 
retailers like Starbucks, 
Aldi and Lidl, enabling 
drivers to charge while 
they shop.

VALO Smart City has 
signed a 10-year 
contract with Croydon 

Council and will start by 
delivering upgrades to local 
bus shelters.

The digital transformation 
will include smart screens 
to display real-time journey 
information as well as free 
public Wi-Fi.

Croydon will be the 
first borough in the 
country to benefit from 
the new bus shelters, 
with advertisements on 
digital screens expected 
to generate more than 
£6million in revenue for  
the council.

The shelters will even 
monitor air quality, footfall, 
traffic flow and noise, 
and display emergency 
messages and updates 
specific to each location. 
Designed for safety, 
the shelters will feature 
cameras, LED lighting and 
accessibility improvements.

Councillor Muhammad 
Ali, Cabinet Member for 

Sustainable Croydon, said: 
“I am very excited about the 
arrival of these smart bus 
shelters which will make 
residents’ travel experiences 
more enjoyable, informative 
and safer. 

“Our partnership with 
VALO will be our latest step 
toward Croydon becoming 
not only a digital council 
but the first truly connected 
smart borough which uses 

technology to enhance and 
transform the lives of our 
residents for the better.”

Isaac H Sutton, CEO of 
VALO, said: “Our bus shelters 
and digital advertising 
boards will create beautiful 
street furniture and a new 
level of digital connectivity 
for the borough. Croydon 
is committed to digital 
innovation and that is why it 
has selected VALO.”

Apply Now for 
September courses at 

Croydonuniversitycentre.ac.uk

Degree Courses available:  (Validated by the University of Roehampton)

Adult Nursing  Child Nursing

Business & Management  Criminology, Psychology & Early 

Childhood Studies  

Public Health & Social care 

Higher Education Level 4 & 5 Courses

Business & Management   Construction & the Built   

Engineering    

Facilities Manager   Site Supervisor

Teacher Training

Level 5 Diploma in Education & Training

Level 4 Certificate in Education & Training 

Environment

Social Justice

It’s Not Too Late to Study a Degree Course 

In October 2021, Croydon 
BID’s members voted 
overwhelmingly for their 
new five-year business 

plan.
As the town centre BID 

starts its fourth term, it has 
made a statement of intent 
as to deliver against its 
priorities. 

Croydon BID has adjusted 
its approach, committing 
greater resource and 
investment to make the 
town centre safer while 
improving the look and feel 
for all those using the our 
town centre. 

Matthew Sims, Croydon 
BID Chief Executive said: 
“It is important for the 
town centre to get the 
basics right, to meet 
the challenges head 
on and together, to 
create opportunities for 
improvements that will 
see Croydon naturally and 
sustainably grow.”

While the BID remains 
optimistic about Croydon’s 
future, there are economic 
needs for the town centre 
out of their control to 
deliver on. However, they 
have developed a 12-point 
economic plan designed 
to vocalise the need for 
greater change from our 
representatives including 
the Mayor of Croydon.

Mr Sims said: “Together, we 
must consider how we can 
make fundamental changes 
to support our towns and 
city centres. Our economic 
recovery plan aims to address 
those including the need to 
reform business rates, levelling 
the playing field, so our high 
streets can enjoy future 
sustainable growth.”

In recent months, Croydon 
BID has restructured its 
operation, designed not 
only to react to challenges 
but put in place proactive 
services and initiatives to 
get to the very heart of the 
challenges facing the local 
economy. 

Mr Sims said: “As an 
operation, we are ready 
to go and I am excited 
about working with 
partners, businesses and 
communities to bring about 
the change we need. As 
a team and a board of 
directors, we are growing 
so we not only have the 
capacity but the right skills 
and experience to deliver 
against our business plan.”

Croydon BID announced 
plans to deliver an on-
street safety ranger team 
which will not only work with 
partners on reducing crime 
and anti-social behaviour, 
but offer greater visibility, 
business engagement and 
support to the town centre.

With combined investment 
into police-led operations 
and police-led activities 
to support business and 
its intelligence operations, 
the hope is that together, 
Croydon’s business crime 
will reduce.

The look and feel of 
the town centre and the 
initiatives associated 
are under review with an 
aspiration to deliver a 
new, enhanced service for 
the town centre business 
community that delivers 
greater improvements, 
bringing about visible 
change, improved colour 
and vibrancy. 

Croydon BID acknowledges 
the need and necessity for 
partners to collaborate, 
come together and deliver 
as one. Mr Sims added: 
“Croydon has all the 
ingredients to succeed.

“Absolutely, it can be 
achieved, standing shoulder 
to shoulder with the fierce 
determination and grit we 
are well known for.”

“Bring on the next five 
years, we will deliver 
everything we can.”

Croydon BID’s fourth 
term started on 1 April. Visit 
www.croydonbid.com to 
download their business 
plan 2022-2027.

national infrastructure issue, 
as well as the local council 
provision of infrastructure. 
These things will take 
time to improve so local 
generation through solar 
panels is probably one of 
the most practical ways to 
solve the problem.”

Alex Gale, Partner, SHW 
said: “The GLi development 
coming into Croydon, 
that’s going to be 100%, EV 
vehicle friendly – one of the 
first in the area to do that. 
I suspect going forward, 
because of the cost of 
power, PV panels and 
battery storage the ongoing 
running costs of any 
building will become the 
most important discussion 
point, in addition to rent.”

Develop Croydon’s 
Sustainable Industrial and 
Logistics round table was 
chaired by Catronia Fraser, 
Director, Turley and made 
up of:
• Steve Mitchell, Consultant, 

Prologis
• Alex Gale, Partner, SHW
• Steve Dennington, Service 

Head - Spatial Planning 
& Interim Service Head 
of Growth Zone and 
Regeneration, Croydon 
Council

• Alex Hickman, Asset 
Management Director, KSP

• Richard Skinner, Managing 
Director, Voith Engineering

• Steve Malkin, CEO,  
Planet Mark

Key experts and stakeholders highlighted the new 
industrial and logistics sites coming onto the market in 
Croydon and how these can help lead the sustainability 
agenda in the borough and set the example for other hubs.

Best in business: Croydon Economic Summit (above) and Business Live Expo (left)



BROUGHT TO YOU BY LATEST NEWS

Croydon offers much more than many expect

Croydon is rising, 
and developments 
are flying up and 

completing across the 
borough, as we continue 
to make progress with 
our partners to promote 
economic growth and 
regeneration.

In the town centre, 

New members join Develop 
Croydon board
Develop Croydon has 

welcomed four new 
board members for 

2022-24.
NewPlace Director Joe Garner 

and Peter Sutcliffe, Director, 
Head of Building Engineering 
UK & Ireland, AECOM join Henry 
Riley CEO David Needham 
and Fadia Clarke, Croydon 
College’s Vice Principal Training 
Skills & Higher Education as 
the organisation’s newest 
board members.

As board members, they 
will play a key role in deciding 
the direction, activities and 
finances of the 70+member 

Cambridge House by Notting 
Hill Genesis is getting there, 
Menta’s next phase of the 
Morello development is 
moving at pace and across 
the road Latimer Homes’ 
Crescent Gardens has 
topped out.

People have been moving 
into the 513-home Queen’s 
Quarter development 
opposite Croydon Council’s 
Bernard Weatherill House HQ, 
with the neighbouring Queen’s 
Gardens opening soon. 
Schroders’ and Stanhope’s 2 
Ruskin Square, which will be 
the Home Office’s new home, 
has now topped out, and 3 
Ruskin Square has obtained 
planning consent.

You can see the scale of 
change by looking at the 
differences between our first 

Annual Report 
published
Develop Croydon has 
published its 2021 annual 
report.
The report takes a look 
at the programme 
from the not-for-profit 
organisation from 
investor tours, including 
one in Purley and a 
return to in-person 
events, the annual 
conference – Live/Work 
Croydon – and a series 
of fantastic marketing 
initiatives covering 
residential property, skills 
and social value, leisure 
and hospitality venues.

To view the 
annual report 
scan this QR 
code.

Become a partner
Businesses wanting to 
establish themselves as 
key players in Croydon’s 
regeneration are invited 
to become a Develop 
Croydon partner.
There are a number 
of opportunities and 
benefits available, 
including a platform 
to engage and consult 
with key stakeholders 
at exclusive partners-
only meetings, an 
annual drinks reception, 
the Develop Croydon 
Conference and other 
high-profile networking 
events, workshops and 
briefings.
To find out more, and 
become a partner, visit 
www.developcroydon.
com/contact

Community Interest Company.
Richard Plant, Develop 

Croydon Chair and SHW 
Partner, said: “I’m delighted 
with the new appointments to 
the Develop Croydon board.

“These four members are 
clear in their commitment 
to the borough and driving 
forward positive growth 
for residents, employers, 
employees, organisations, 
investors, developers and 
visitors.

“I can’t wait for us all to 
get together and continue 
to work on exciting plans for 
2022 and beyond.”

development map, and the 
latest revision earlier this year 
– it’s quite something!

Looking outside the town 
centre, there is so much 
development taking place. 
Develop Croydon at the end 
of 2019 launched the Purley 
Way Forum to promote the 
industrial and logistics hub. 
Everything is delivered by 
a van to your house – and 
the Purley Way has become 
south London’s main 
distribution point.

In Coulsdon, work’s 
underway on Lion Green Road 
and in Purley, the Baptist 
church site, which Thornsett 
and Optivo are developing, 
is progressing and Regent 
Land’s Whytecliffe Road South 

and Purley Station Car Park 
will transform the area for 
those taking the short train 
journey back from central 
London to one of Croydon’s 
flourishing district centres. 
And to the north of the 
borough we’ve got Crystal 
Palace delivering a major 
regeneration scheme when 
their Selhurst Park expansion 
works get underway.

We’ve been highlighting the 
borough’s district centres, 
including shining a spotlight 
on Purley with a virtual 
investor tour last year, and 
in this very paper, with a 
map signposting readers to 
information about each of our 
borough’s 16 locations.

With all the completions we 

now need to concentrate on 
making the place between the 
developments to keep new 
residents here and continue to 
market Croydon as a place for 
leisure, and create that sense 
of place around these new 
developments.

Croydon is more than the 
town centre. We’ve got great 
leisure opportunities and 
transport links, but come 
to Croydon and see it all. 
People must go and visit 
Croham Hurst, Happy Valley, 
the excellent bars and pubs 
around Surrey Street and so 
many more places. I could fill 
this page writing about them 
all - there’s much more here 
than many expect.

BY RICHARD PLANT
Develop Croydon Chair and 
Partner, SHW

2014 2021

Still time to enter Croydon Business Awards
Croydon employers 

and organisations are 
being encouraged to 

enter into this year’s Croydon 
Business Excellence Awards, 
in association with London 
South Bank University.

There are 12 free-to-enter 
categories, which are open 
to all businesses, charities 

and social enterprises 
across the borough, and  
recognise local businesses 
who’ve adapted to continue 
trading and support their 
communities.

The deadline to enter is 
Friday 27 May. Businesses 
can enter up to three of the 
12 categories. 

Winner of the Business 
Pivot Award last year, Gillian 
Reeves of Yoga Hub, said: 
“My turnover is up, my 
profits are up, but more than 
that, the Croydon Award 
fostered a bigger sense of 
community.”

To find out more and enter, 
visit www.croydonawards.co.uk

Changes: Develop Croydon's development map in 2014 (left), and in 2021 (right)


